Jewell opponent comes
from nowhere to playoffs

By Bill Richardson
A Momber of the Sports Sl

ALPINE, Texas — Deepér In the
heart of Texas than most football
players or teams would ever venture,
Joe George has built Sul Ross State
College into a small-college power
hotse,

In four years unter George, Sul
Fipss State has compiled records of 4-
6, 64, 81 and 80, and this year, the
Lobos will make their first post-sea-
som foothall a ance in history. At
noon today, Sul Ross will play William
Jewell College, 9-1, in the quarterfi-
nals of the National Association of In-
tercoilegiate Athletics Division II
playolis.

According to the NAIA, Sul Rosa
State has an 8- record. The NAIA re-
gards the Lobos' victory over Nusvo
Lmot‘ Mexico as an exhibition game.

e says foothall talent is plentl-
t’uI in Texas and there's enough to go
around for Sul Ross and the four other

mm “Our majur recruiting area E

San Antonio, but we.also gel quite a
few players from Houston, which is 11
hours fram here by car, and from the
Texas Valley.”

The Lobos can't rely on
players from towns close to
for good reason, George ex-
plained,
“"There is nowhere close to Alpine,"™
he said.
Alpine, with a population of about
.m, is d:mrm:lm-imd by its remote-

Rirpo chang
to chartered buses for a 140-mile drive
to Alpine,

George takes a philosophical view
of the remote locale.

“In Texas, we think nothing of driv-
ing 200 miles to gel a cup of coffee,”
he said. “We play everybody in our
conference home and away, and the
shortest bus trip is six hours. It's nine
hours to Austin College in Sherman,
Texas."

The distance to the next level of
football competition in Texas is also
%ferma : Ross State, Austin,

eton State, McMurry and Lub-
bock Christian say they can't compete
with the high-powered scholarship
programs of the Lone Star Confer-

e in National
peiation Dhivi-

ence, a dominant fo
Collegiate Athletic
sion 11,

Southwest Texas State, the top team
in the Lone Star Conference, is the
NCAA Division [1 defending national
champion and ranked No. 1 in the Di-
vigion II poll.

George's team may not be powerful
by Texas standards, but it's colorful
by anybody's reckoning. The Lobos
operzale from a pro formation and like
to pss.

“We don’t mind throwing the ball
from anywhere on the field." George
said. “Our philosophy is that we are

g to establish the passing game,
run according to what defense
they will give us."'

Pulling the trigger on the 5ul Ross
an attack is quarterback Larry

. who has 156 completions in 259
attempts for 1,802 yarde and 11 touch-
downs. Hill ranked sixth in NAIA
passing statisties.

Tailback Maurice Stephens ranks
fifth in NAIA pass receptions with 56
for s and sight touchdowns.
Sul Ross State ranks (ifth nationally in
NAIA team passing statistics.

The Lobos have five senfors on their

defensive unil. Sul Ross, with an out-

e in David Wro-

ensch, ranks 10th in the NAIA against

the rush, one spot behind William
Jewell.

George said of Jewell: “They look
like & very physical team. Their play-
ers are bigger than ours. Their de-
ferise iz very impressive. We havent

anybody as as
defensive Lackle (Guy)

“On offense their quarterback (Kel-
ly Groom) is as good as any we've
Scop Glleape) e prety o i

e) are prefty run-

ﬁglo«.km are strong, and

I‘.hnl receiver (Jimi) Reed looks like a

good one. They're & different type of

team than we're used to playing —
much more physical."

Sul Ross State may have an ally in
the home crowd. The stadium seats
5,500 and will be overflowing. George
said tickets went on sale Tuesday
morning and were all gone by that aft-
ernoon. The school s mow selling
standing-room only.

Other NAIA Division II playofl
games ftoday match St John's
(Minn.), 90, at Northwestern (Ipwa),
11-0; Wilmington (Ohio), 8-1, at Wesat-
minster (Pa.), 8-1; and California Lu-
theran, §-1, at Linfield (Ore. ), 9-0. The
semifinals are scheduled for Dec. 4
with sites to be determined. The Divi-
gion Il championship game will be
Dec. 11 at a site to be ined.






