
Griggs 1 .1earns 'There's no place like . hom e ' 
by Denise Reed & Greg Lucas 

Coaching in the "big time " wasn 't all it 
was cracked up to be for Cardinal Football 
Defensive Coordinator Dan Griggs . Griggs, a 
former Princeton University football coach , 
returned to William Jewell College for the 
second time in his career. 

A 1973 Jewell graduate with a degree in 
physical educatio n, Griggs was a three-year 
letterman in football. 

He began as an assistant coach at Liberty 
High School . While there the Bluejays were 
26-10-1 , won the cqnference title, finished 
second twice and participated in the Mis
souri 4-A State Playoffs. Before coming to 
Jewell for the first time, he was head coach 
for two seasons at Oak Grove High School at 
Oak Grove, Mo., where he brought the Pan
thers their first winning season in eight 
years . Following his two-year coaching stint 
at Jewell, Griggs split his coaching duties 
between Southern Colorado in th_e fall and 
Princeton in the spring . 

During his season at Southern Colorado 
as defensive coordinator, the team was 9-1 
and placed fifth in the nation. 

In January 1983, Griggs accepted an offer 
from Princeton University. "It was an offer I 
couldn't refuse," said Griggs. "It was a 
chance to coach in tJ:ie 'big time."' 

AidiG~ his decision to return to Jewell was 
Gary Phelp $,· dean of student affairs . "I like 
the way he handles his job," stat ed Griggs. 

Family matters ai~~ prompted the move. 
"My wife is great, " addeJ Griggs. "She 'd go 
anywhere . When I told her oll .1-ie job offer to 
return to Jewell she was quite pic _ased. " 

Formerly an admissions and coorcii1~,ator 
of the evening division, Griggs is now re
sponsible for men 's housing and other de
velopmental programs for men students . 

'Tm a specialist at nothing, but a general
ist in everything, " commented Griggs. "There 
isn't a facet of college life that doesn 't inter
est me. That's what makes my job so ex
citing." 

When asked about the possible pressures 
his job could have, Griggs commented "I 
think pressure is a preconceived concep
tion. The training I've had as an athlete and 
coach helps me to handle pressure and un
derstand people. " 

Griggs h:>s two beliefs about the college's 
paycheck "You can either say 'I earned it' 
or 'the college gave it to me .' I prefer to earn 
mine. I like to be totally involved ." 

He and his wife , Karen , and their two chil
dren reside in Liberty. 

------i Photo by Ken Bodenhamer 
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Followi_ng a one-year leave which took him to Southem Colorado University 
and Pnnceton, Dan Griggs has retumed to William Jewell College as associate 
dean of students. 
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