Tin}f p]_ayer becomes jewell of a quarterba(.k

By Bill Richardson
A Membar of the Sports Stall

When Kelly Groom reported to his first
foothall practice at William Jewell College in
1978, the coaches considered telling him to
concentrate on another sport.

“‘He was kind of a spindly kid, 511, 140,
said Darrel Gourley, who has served as Jew-
ell quarterback coach in football and head
coach in track. “One of the other coaches
told me, "Well, maybe you've got yoursslf a
pole vaulter.' "

Gourley never got Lo see how high Groom
could vault. Instead, be has spent the last
three years watching Groom take William
Jewell to the heights of small college foot
ball. In three seasons with Groom as their
quarterback, the Cardinals have compiled a
record of 31-3-1.

On Saturday, Groom will attempt to end
his William Jewell career with a national
championship. The Cardinals, 10-1, play Lin-
field, 11-0, in McMinnville, Ore., for the Na-
tional Association of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics Dhivision 11 Litle,

Groom has grown into the job. A more than
adequate passer and runner, he learned the
intricacies of the guarterback position rapid-
ly during his freshman year while serving as
a backup o senior Mark Capra. He won the
starting job as a sophomore in 1980 and has
néver relingished it. Working with weights
has enabled Groom to reach 175 pounds and

“I've man-l*wd at h.PHJ' % progress gver
the years,” Gourley said. I récognized his
ahility to read defenses right off, And he has
leadership abilities. But to handle the qu.ur
terback position from a skill standpoint real
early — I think that shows how much he
learned from Capra.

“‘He has the ahbility to read defenses as they
sot up, and then audible away from them,
He's like a coach out on the field. And & lot of
this comeés from [etting him call his own
plays."

Groom, originally from Marbank, Texas,
(70 miles east of Dallas), lived two yvears in
LaGrange, Mo., after his father took a job in
nearhy q'l.llnd!}', Ill. Groom's parents since
have moved to Jackson, Mo. Groom partici-
pated in foothall, basketball, baseball and
track at Highland High School, a consolidat-
&d school 17 miles from LaGrange.

*I was from a small school and didn't have
many offers for college feothall,” Groom
said. "San MecGarvey, the Jewell coach,
convinced me that I could play college ball.
came over and visited the Jewell campiis
and loved it right away."”

Groom didn't leave his home ties behind.
During his (reshman year at Jewell, Groom
married his high school swestheart. He and
and his wife, Kim, live in the Willlam Jewell
married students dormitory and have a &
month-old daughter, Kendall.

.‘rF .-II. -'.-

“I'm on a work-study program; | officiate
baskethall games and my wife is a secretary
at a law firm in Liberty," Groom said. “'Kim
has been very supportive of my football
career. She hasnt missed a game in three

years, and she 1l be in Oregon this weskend.'

Groom is modest about his football accom-
plishments. He prefers to pass the credit for
Jewell's winning record the last three years
to his teammates.

“They helpad me as [ was coming along,"™
Groom said. ‘‘1'd be only an average quarter-
back on any other team. But surrounded by
such penp]F &s 1 am, il's easy to do your best,
As for my play-calling, it's more a matter of
execution. If everybody holds up doing their
part, we'll all do well."

Groom, who has maintained a consistent 3-
plus grade average on & scale of four, is ma-
Joring in physical education and social stud-
ies. He says he hopes to get into coaching and
teaching when be finishes college.

“H.ight now the anly real thing I'm I‘.h.l.nklng
about is this foolball game Saturday,”
Groom said. “We're looking at this game like

i e 4 tremendous opporfunity to do
ething no one else has ever been able to
do al this school, and thal's to win a national
foothall championship. We've been waiting
thiee years for this opportunity. This college
has & meant & lot to all of us, and if we can
pay back a little of what the college has given
us, it's all worth it."






